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Period for Reply^^ ° ATE ° ftMS communication a PP™rs on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
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Status 

1)E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 April 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle 1935 CD 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |3 Claimfs) 1.3 and 7 is/are rejected. 

t 7)g| Claimfs) 2.4-6 and 8-12 is/are nhjpntpn tn 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
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Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) n Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) D Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326(Rev. 04-01) 
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Part of Paper No. 10 



Application/Control Number: 09/509,301 Page ; 

Art Unit: 1724 

Claims 1, 3 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as anticipated by USP 5536264 to 
Hsueh. Hsueh describes a superabsorbent polymer col 1 line 32 having ion exchange 
properties and suggested for use in ion exchange columns col 51 line 32. It is widely 
known that ion exchange column media are typically in the form of beads, as shown by 
USP 5900146 to Ballard. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 USC 112, 2 nd paragraph, for failing to particularly 
point out and distinctly claims the subject matter for which protection is sought. "[0]r 
other convenient forms" renders the claims unreasonably imprecise in scope. 

Claims 2, 4 - 12 are allowable over the prior art of record. Although 
WO/96/28251 teaches substantially all of the limitations of claims 2, 4 - 12, it fails to 
describe superabsorbent polymers. Although Hsueh suggests the use of 
superabsorbent polymers in ion exchange applications, i.e., ion exchange columns, only 
impermissible hindsight leads one to combine the features of claim 2, 4 - 12 described 
in WO '251 with Hsueh's non-specific suggestion to use superabsorbent polymers 
generally in ion exchange applications. 
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